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Abstract— In order to achieve high accuracy in measurements
of the multiple probe antenna measurement system (MPAMS),
an omnidirectional calibration antenna with a small gain variation in the horizontal polarization (named calibration loop
antenna, in convention) is required. This article presents such an
antenna design. The proposed calibration loop antenna consists
of four arc-folded dipoles with dimensions of 52 mm × 52 mm ×
1 mm, balun structures for suppressing common mode current,
and four parasitic strips for impedance matching on each of
the top and bottom planes. The experimental results show
that the proposed calibration loop antenna has a small gain
variation in the horizontal polarization less than 0.16 dB in
a bandwidth of 20% (2.25–2.75 GHz), and its 10-dB return
loss bandwidth is 18.2%. Also, the cross-polarization ratio in
the operating bandwidth is greater than 24 dB. Along with
the desired omnidirectional radiation pattern, the low profile
and compact design further make the proposed calibration loop
antenna a suitable selection for calibration in MPAMS.
Index Terms— Balun, calibration antenna (CA), calibration
loop antenna, common mode current suppression, gain ripple,
horizontally polarized (HP), multiple probe antennas measurement system (MPAMS).

I. I NTRODUCTION
ITH the rapid development of Internet of Things,
over-the-air (OTA) performance of a wireless device
is critical to the effective operation of a wireless network
[1]–[5]. Compared with a single probe antenna measurement
system that has to switch different measured orientations
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Fig. 1.

Illustration of calibration of a typical MPAMS.

with mechanical rotation, a multiprobe antenna measurement
system (MPAMS) has a higher measurement speed by using
the electrical switch [6]. Thus, in today’s OTA measurements
[7], [8], MPAMS is widely used, where multiple probe antennas are designed to measure the radiation characteristics of
the device under test (DUT) in different directions. However, because of the inconsistency of the absorbing materials combined with the difference in the gain of different
probes, MPAMS requires calibration to ensure accuracy of
the measurements. Fig. 1 illustrates the calibration process of
a typical MPAMS. In the MPAMS, the probe antennas are
placed in a ring, while the calibration antenna (CA) is placed
in the center. The direction of the horizontal polarization
is defined in parallel to the xoy plane, while the vertical
polarization is in perpendicular to the xoy plane. Note that
each probe antenna is a dual-polarized antenna consisting of
both vertical and horizontal polarizations, thus the calibration
must be performed for both polarizations. When calibrating in
the vertical polarization direction, using only one dipole as the
CA is acceptable, because the vertical polarization directions
of all the probe antennas in the MPAMS are the same [9], [10].
However, since the horizontal polarization directions of the
probe antennas in the MPAMS are different, it requires a
horizontally polarized (HP) omnidirectional antenna as a HP
CA for the MPAMS [11]. The gain variation in the horizontal
polarization of the HP CA determines the accuracy of the calibration. Therefore, the HP omnidirectional antenna is required
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Effects of common-mode current on the calibration loop antenna.

to have a small gain ripple in the horizontal polarization. Such
an antenna is called a calibration loop antenna.
According to the “test plan for 2 × 2 downlink multiple
input and multiple output (MIMO) and transmit diversity OTA
performance” specified by the Cellular Telecommunications
and Internet Association (CTIA) [12], the gain ripple in
the horizontal polarization of the calibration loop antenna
for MPAMS must be less than 0.2 dB. However, for a
calibration loop antenna without choking structures, part of
the current on the calibration loop antenna will flow on the
outer surface of the coaxial cable, resulting in common mode
current. As shown in Fig. 2, horizontal common mode current
vectors produce cross polarization and the vertical common
mode current vectors produce the co-polarization component.
The vertical common mode current at the bent part of the
coaxial is superimposed on the radiation of the antenna, which
changes the gain of the calibration loop antenna [13], [14]
and then makes a larger gain ripple of the calibration loop
antenna. Thus, if the cable_d illustrated in Fig. 2 changes,
the gain ripple of the calibration loop antenna changes as
well. This could result in several dBs of uncertainty during
calibration [15]. Therefore, in order to have a small gain
variation in the horizontal plane, the calibration loop antenna
should suppress the common mode current (thus achieving a
high cross-polarization ratio). At the same time, the trend for
miniaturized anechoic chambers requires the calibration loop
antenna to be small. Meeting all these requirements is very
challenging, though highly desirable.
The classic calibration loop antennas, Alford loop
antenna [16] and its derivatives, were first designed
in 1940 and have been widely studied [17]–[19]. Alford loop
antennas have a loop current distribution that forms an omnidirectional radiation pattern by its unique structure. With this
structure, the “Z”-type patches were printed on the dielectric
board in [18], which was small and had a narrow operating
bandwidth of 3.4%. In order to improve the bandwidth, many
kinds of calibration loop antenna structures were proposed
in recent years [20]–[29]. Among them, a planar antenna
consisting of four pairs of flag-shaped radiators was designed
in [27], covering the frequency band of 1.76–2.68 GHz with
S11 < −10 dB. In [28], the use of parasitic strips resulted in an
impedance matching bandwidth of 84%. However, the antenna

had large dimensions of 0.63λ L × 0.63λ L × 0.01λ L (where
λ L is the free-space wavelength at the lowest frequency)
and the gain variation in the horizontal plane was larger
than 1.5 dB. In [29], a calibration loop antenna with planar
folded dipole elements was presented, with 53.2% bandwidth
and a small size of 0.34λ L . However, the gain ripple of the
antenna was as large as 2 dB. In [30], 12 printed arc dipole
units were used to achieve highly symmetric patterns, but
the gain variations in the horizontal plane were still worse
than 1.2 dB. On the contrary, the calibration loop antenna
introduced in [31] had a good gain ripple around 0.2 dB, but
its bandwidth was only 5%. To meet the calibration needs at
frequencies from 400 MHz to 6 GHz, many such antennas
with different working bands would be needed. Besides, for
dipole-based narrowband antennas [31], reducing the ripples
of the antenna design and suppressing the common mode
currents simultaneously within the operating bandwidth is very
challenging, which may result in a longer design cycle.
In this article, a small ripple, low cross polarization, and
wide bandwidth calibration loop antenna is proposed, which
consists of four arc-folded dipoles. This curved arc structure
not only is small (with dimensions of 0.39λ L × 0.39λ L ×
0.01λ L ), but also achieves better omnidirectional property
in the horizontal plane. This compact structure is further
enhanced by adding parasitic strips. The proposed calibration
loop antenna has achieved in the horizontal plane a small gain
variation of no more than 0.16 dB as well as a bandwidth
of 18% with S11 < −10 dB from 2.25 to 2.7 GHz. Besides, the
proposed calibration loop antenna is a self-balanced antenna,
which has less common mode current on the cable. By using
balun structures, the proposed calibration loop antenna can
suppress the common mode current on the coaxial cable and
has obtained a high cross-polarization ratio. Thus, it is a
suitable choice for the HP CA for MPAMS.
II. A NTENNA G EOMETRY AND D ESIGN
A. Structure of the Proposed Antenna
Fig. 3 illustrates the geometry of the proposed calibration
loop antenna. The antenna consists of four pairs of arc-shaped
folded dipoles printed in an F4B (εr = 2.65 and tan δ =
0.005) board with a thickness of 1 mm. These dipoles are
small in size with dimensions of 0.39λ L × 0.39λ L × 0.01λ L
only. The top surface details are shown in Fig. 3(a). The four
embowed radiators are placed in a clockwise manner. They
are connected to four parallel strip lines that terminated with
a small circular conducting patch located in the center of the
board. The small circular conducting patch is connected with
the inner conductor of the coaxial cable acting as the feeding
structure. On the edge of the board, four parasitic strips with
the width of w3 are used for impedance matching. Two plating
vias are used at the beginning of each radiator for ground
connection.
The geometrical details of the bottom plane are shown
in Fig. 3(b). Unlike that on the top plane, each arcshaped folded dipole has two slots with different widths at
the two ends. In addition, the strip connecting the dipole
and the feed has multiple widths and the small circular
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Fig. 4.

Fig. 3. Geometry of the proposed antenna. (a) Top plane. (b) Ground plane.
RL = 26 mm, R1 = 0.5 mm, R2 = 3.6 mm, R3 = 21.85 mm, R4 = 1.5 mm,
R5 = 23 mm, A1 = 35◦ , A2 = 38◦ , A3 = 30.65◦ , A4 = 53.21◦ , A5 = 82.11◦ ,
A6 = 48.12◦ , A7 = 50.52◦ , A8 = 14◦ , A9 = 4.55◦ , A10 = 6.73◦ , L1 =
14.12 mm, L2 = 6.21 mm, L3 = 5.36 mm, L4 = 3.56 mm, L5 = 4 mm,
L6 = 5 mm, W 1 = 1 mm, W 2 = 0.2 mm, W 3 = 2.87 mm, W 4 = 7.25 mm,
W 5 = 1.29 mm, W 6 = 1.07 mm, W 7 = 1.96 mm, W 8 = 3.17 mm, W 9 =
2.5 mm, W 10 = 0.54 mm, d = 0.55 mm, a = 7.74 mm, and k = 3.12 mm.

conducting patch in the center is replaced by a larger curved
balun for the purpose of suppressing the common mode
current.
B. Low Ripple Design
Engaging multiple radiators arranged in a circle to obtain a
uniform current is a preferred implementation of omnidirectional antennas. The classic cloverleaf antenna introduced in
[24] connects the four smaller rings to the coaxial cable to
achieve a uniform loop current. The triangular loop antenna
proposed in [32] has omni-directionality by employing three
folded dipoles. If the length of the dipole is less than half
of the wavelength, they will have the same current directions,

Square ring array. (a) 3-D mode. (b) xoy plane.

and the current amplitude is approximately sinusoidal. It is
well known that increasing the number of radiators can obtain
an approximately uniform current distribution [33]. However,
the increasing number of radiators makes the antenna larger
and the impedance matching more difficult [34]. In order
to have a compact size as well as a wideband, four folded
dipoles are used in this article for the proposed calibration
loop antenna.
Since the current distribution on the radiating element is
not uniform, we need to study how we can achieve a low
gain variation in the far-field of the combined array, so as to
provide an initial value for the design of the calibration loop
antenna. In order to better understand the physical concept
of the combined array, we ignored the coupling between the
arrays and used the square matrix composed of four short
dipoles to simplify the complex model.
As shown in Fig. 4, a square ring array is placed in the
center of the xoy plane. Four vertical short dipoles are located
at the centers of the square edges. According to the antenna
theory, in the dipole’s coordinate system, the electric field
generated by a vertical short dipole in the far-field is given by
IL
ηsinθ e− jβr
(1)
Eθ = j
2λr
where I is the current amplitude, L is the length of the radiator,
λ is the wavelength, r is the distance from the antenna center
to the observation point, η is the intrinsic impedance of media,
β is the propagation constant, and θ is the angle between the
antenna axis and the observation point.
Thus, the results of radiation fields generated by the short
dipoles on the square ring array in the xoy plane can be
obtained by coordinate transformation, as shown in Fig. 4,
where R is the distance from the far-field observation point to
the center of the square ring array; d is the distance from the
short dipole to the center of the square ring (R  d); ϕ is the
angle between the projection in the xoy plane of the line from
the far-field observation point to the center of the square ring
and the X-axis
IL
ηcosϕe− jβ(R−dcosϕ)
(2)
E 1ϕ = j
2λR
IL
ηsinϕe− jβ(R−dsinϕ)
E 2ϕ = j
(3)
2λR
IL
ηcosϕe− jβ(R+dcosϕ)
E 3ϕ = − j
(4)
2λR
IL
ηsinϕe− jβ(R+dsinϕ) .
(5)
E 4ϕ = − j
2λR
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Normalized electric field with different d.

Without considering the mutual coupling, the far-field of the
short dipole array in the xoy plane can be obtained as
E squareϕ = E ϕ1 + E ϕ2 + E ϕ3 + E ϕ4 .

(6)

After simplification, the array factor of the short dipole array
in the xoy plane is
f (ϕ) = cosϕ sin (βdcosϕ) + sinϕ sin (βdsinϕ) .

(7)

According to (7), the pattern variation of the short dipole
square ring array in the horizontal plane comes from the βd
factor, where β = 2π/λ, and d represents the distance from
each dipole element to the center of the square ring array.
Thus, the pattern in the horizontal plane depends on the factor
d/λ, which indicates that d is the key parameter in the square
ring array that affects the ripple of the HP pattern.
Through MATLAB calculations, the normalized patterns of
the short dipole square ring array in the horizontal plane are
obtained with different values of d. As shown in Fig. 5, when
d ≤ 0.3 λ, the smaller the distance d from each array element
to the center of the square ring array, the smaller the ripple of
the pattern in the horizontal plane. Unfortunately, because of
the tapered current distribution of the short dipole, even when
d = 0.15λ, the pattern variation of the square ring array in the
horizontal plane is still larger than 0.7 dB. To obtain a more
uniform current distribution, the four folded dipoles whose
behavior can be described using (6) are curved in Fig. 6. In
Fig. 6(a), the curved folded dipole is divided into two layers.
The top layer of red is the feed layer and the bottom layer of
blue is the ground plane. They are connected by plating vias.
Fig. 6(b) compares the ground planes of the curved folded
dipole and the folded dipole, which shows that the curved
folded dipole has a smaller radius and more uniform current
distribution. The simulated ripple of the curved folded dipoles
at 2.5 GHz is shown in Fig. 8. Compared to the folded dipole
square matrix without being curved, the curved one has a
smaller gain variation in the horizontal plane less than 0.3 dB.
However, since the curved folded dipoles just reduce the radius
of the loop, the tapered current distribution of the dipole still
exists.

Fig. 6. (a) Curved folded dipoles. (b) Comparison of folded dipoles and
curved folded dipoles.

Fig. 7. Current distribution of the curved folded dipoles with parasitic strips
(bottom layer).

To solve this problem, four parasitic strips were added on
the edge of the board. Fig. 7 shows the current distribution
of the model. The current generated on the parasitic strips
compensates for the weakened current at the end of the folded
dipoles, enabling the antenna to have a more uniform current
distribution.
Fig. 8 compares the ripples of different models. Obviously,
the curved folded dipoles with parasitic strips have the smallest
gain variation in the horizontal plane (less than 0.09 dB),
which meets the CTIA standard.
C. Common-Mode Current Suppression
For the purpose of suppressing the common mode current,
the proposed calibration loop antenna uses a voltage balun
(also known as a natural balun) and a tapered balun.
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into multiple segments with different widths on the bottom
layer for different frequency bands.
Fig. 9(d) shows the simulated results of the crosspolarization ratio from 2.2 to 2.8 GHz. It is clear that the
cross-polarization ratio in the operating band from 2.25 to
2.7 GHz is lower than −28 dB, after both the natural and
tapered baluns are introduced. These results confirm that the
proposed balun structures play an effective role in suppressing
the common mode current in a wide bandwidth.
D. Bandwidth Enhancement

Fig. 8.

Ripples of different models.

As illustrated in Fig. 9(a), the folded dipole is a natural
balun that can make C point zero potential point [25]. Consequently, little current on the antenna will flow through the
micro-strip line to the outside of the coaxial cable. Compared to a quarter-wavelength transmission line, this voltagebalanced structure is not limited by the frequency, so it has a
wider bandwidth. The proposed calibration loop antenna used
a micro-strip structure to implement the natural balun.
Since the natural balun can only suppress the common-mode
current from radiators to the coaxial cable, some commonmode current on the coaxial cable arising from leakage
of the field around the edge of the lower plate [36] still
exists. In order to further eliminate the common mode current, an improved tapered balun was designed. As shown in
Fig. 9(b), the tapered balun consists of two parts: part A to
suppress the common mode current and part B to achieve
impedance matching. The inner conductor of the coaxial cable
is connected to the top layer in part A and the outer conductor
is connected to the bottom ground layer in part A.
To analyze how part A suppresses the common mode
current, its electric field distribution is drawn in Fig. 9(c).
Notice that if the radius of the bottom area R = ∞, there is
no current on the outer conductor of the coaxial cable [35].
Thus, controlling the ratio of R/r can make most of the
electric field stay in the red region and only a small part
of the fringing electric field can cross the bottom plane and
land on the shield of the coaxial cable [35]. It can also be
understood that only a small portion of the magnetic flux lines
can wrap both planes and cause current on the backside of the
bottom plane. This greatly reduces the current on the outer
conductor of the coaxial cable. The bottom plane in part A
further has symmetric tapered contour lines. Compared to the
circular structure, the symmetric tapered contour lines allow
for a better combination of part A and part B, which has
better impedance matching. One of them can be described
mathematically using the xoy coordinates as
y = a − klnx

(8)

where a is 3.12 (unit: mm) and k is 7.74.
Part B of the tapered balun is used to achieve wideband
impedance matching [35]. As a result, the strips were designed

Four parasitic strips on both the top and bottom layers and
etched slots on the bottom layer are introduced to enhance
impedance matching in the desired frequency band. Fig. 10
compares the reflection coefficient of the proposed calibration
loop antenna with and without the parasitic strips and the
slots. The results show that the antenna with the slots has two
resonances at lower and higher frequencies, which widens the
bandwidth of the antenna. When adding the parasitic strips,
the proposed calibration loop antenna has a lower reflection
coefficient, S11 < −15 dB, in the band of 2.29–2.62 GHz (over
13% bandwidth). It is clear that the parasitic strips and the
etched slots effectively change the impedance characteristics
of the antenna.
III. E XPERIMENTAL R ESULTS AND A NALYSIS
A. Measuring Environment
To validate the antenna performance, the proposed calibration loop antenna was fabricated on a low-cost, 1-mm-thick,
F4B board with a permittivity of 2.65 and a loss tangent
of 0.005 (measured at the frequency of 2.2–2.7 GHz). The top
and bottom of the fabricated antenna are shown in Fig. 11. The
compact antenna structure has dimensions of only 0.39λ L ×
0.39λ L × 0.01λ L .
As shown in Fig. 12, the antenna was measured in a farfield antenna chamber, Dart 9000B by General Test System
(GTS), which has a length of 11 m. The electromagnetic
shielding effectiveness of this chamber is above 100 dB and
the reflection level of the quiet zone is below −40 dB.
B. Radiation Properties
The simulated and measured radiation patterns in the
E-plane (xoy) at 2.25, 2.45, 2.55, and 2.75 GHz of the proposed calibration loop antenna are compared in Fig. 13(a)–(d),
respectively. A good agreement between simulations and
measurements has been achieved. Furthermore, it is obvious
that the proposed calibration loop antenna has an extremely
small gain variation in the horizontal plane and low cross
polarization over the working band.
C. Gain Variation
Fig. 14 further plots the simulated and measured gain
variations in the E-plane over frequency. It can be seen that
the proposed calibration loop antenna obtains a small gain
variation less than 0.16 dB over 20% bandwidth. However,
the measured results of gain variation are slightly different
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(a) Principle of natural balun. (b) Tapered balun. (c) Principle of part A. (d) Simulated cross-polarization ratio.

Fig. 11.

Fabricated antenna. (a) Top view. (b) Bottom view.

D. Common-Mode Current
Fig. 10. Simulated |S11 | of the proposed antenna with/without parasitic strips
and slots.

from the simulation results. There are several reasons for
this: 1) reflections in the anechoic chamber may cause a
±0.1-dB uncertainty to the measured results [12]; 2) the errors
caused by antenna manufacturing; 3) the limited accuracy of
the turntables, rotary axes, etc. in the measurement chamber;
4) mechanical instability of the rotating joint; 5) uneven
dielectricity of the fixtures; and 6) a little common mode
current that exists on the coaxial cable. Despite this, the gain
variation in the horizontal plane of the antenna is no more
than 0.16 dB, which is in line with the requirements of
the CTIA.

The cross polarization of the proposed calibration loop
antenna is primarily caused by radiation from the common
mode current on the coaxial cable, which could severely affect
the radiation properties of the antenna, resulting in calibration
errors. From Fig. 15, the measured cross-polarization ratio
from 2.25 to 2.75 GHz is greater than 24 dB, which demonstrates the effectiveness of the proposed baluns in common
mode suppression.
However, being affected by the cross-polarization isolation
of the measurement antenna in the antenna chamber together
with other issues mentioned earlier, the measured results do
not match perfectly with the simulated results.
In order to further check the effect of suppressing the
common mode current, the gain ripple of the proposed
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Fig. 14.

Gain variation of the proposed CA over the work band.

Fig. 15.

Cross-polarization ratio of the proposed CA.

Fig. 16.

Proposed CA with a bent coaxial cable.

Fig. 12. Dart-9000 antenna chamber and measurement set-up. (a) Front view
of the chamber. (b) Interior of the chamber.

Fig. 13. Simulated and measured radiation patterns at (a) 2.25, (b) 2.45,
(c) 2.55, and (d) 2.75 GHz.

calibration loop antenna with a bent coaxial cable was measured. As shown in Fig. 16, the distance between the bent
coaxial cable and the calibration loop antenna is 30 cm. The
measurement result is shown in Fig. 14; the gain ripple of the
bent one is smaller than 0.15 dB, which shows that the proposed calibration loop antenna with a bent coaxial cable still

has a good pattern symmetry performance. As referred earlier,
there are slight differences between the two measurements.
E. Reflection Coefficient
Obtained from a vector network analyzer, N5230AC from
Keysight, the measured reflection coefficient shows a good
performance of below −10 dB in the 2.25–2.7 GHz range,
about 18% bandwidth, and below −15 dB in 13% bandwidth,
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TABLE I
C OMPARISON OF THE P ROPOSED A NTENNA AND O THER L OOP A NTENNAS

is less than 0.16 dB and the cross-polarization ratio is greater
than 24 dB. Due to this excellent performance, the proposed
calibration loop antenna is very suitable to be used in the
calibration of anechoic chambers, especially for those smallsized, multiprobe ones.
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Fig. 17.

Reflection coefficient.
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